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Gandhi looked to Tolstoy for inspiration. He wrote to Tolstoy for
the first time during Ms stay in London. In his reply to this letter,
Tolstoy showed the liveliest sympathy for his Indian disciple: "I
have just received your most interesting letter, which has given me
great pleasure. God help our dear brothers and co-workers in the
Transvaal, the same struggle of the tender against the harsh, of
meekness and love against pride and violence, is every year making
itself more and more felt among us here also, especially in one of the
very sharpest of the conflicts of the religious law with the worldly laws
in refusals to military service. Such refusals are becoming ever more
and more frequent, I greet you fraternally and am glad to have
intercourse with you.35
Gandhi left London on November 13, disappointed but with grim
determination to fight to the bitter end the battle of satyagraha.